[BIA NAME]
[BIA Address] | [City, Province, Postal Code]
[Phone] | [Email] | [Website]

[DATE]
[Mayor's Name]
Mayor, [Municipality Name]
[Municipal Hall Address]
[City, Province, Postal Code]
Re: Support for FCM Big City Mayors’ Caucus - Vibrant Downtowns Initiative
Dear Mayor [Last Name],
On behalf of the [BIA Name] and our [#] member businesses, I am writing to express our strong support for the priorities recently advanced by the Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ (FCM) Big City Mayors’ Caucus (BCMC) in their June 2026 Vibrant Downtowns initiative.
The BCMC’s call for coordinated investment across all orders of government to strengthen Canada’s downtowns resonates deeply with what our Business Improvement Area witnesses every day on [Municipality]’s main streets. The challenges of homelessness, lack of affordable housing, public safety pressures, aging infrastructure, and reduced foot traffic are not isolated issues - they are interconnected realities that directly affect the ability of local businesses to operate, invest, and grow.
What We Support
The BCMC has identified three priority areas that align directly with the interests of our BIA and the small businesses we represent:
1. Ensuring everyone has a place to call home: Sustained investment in homelessness prevention and deeply affordable housing, including a federally led intergovernmental working group to coordinate Housing First solutions. Visible homelessness on our commercial corridors affects the experience of customers, employees, and business owners alike, and requires solutions that go beyond what any single order of government can deliver alone.
1. Tackling organized crime and extortion: An enhanced Building Safer Communities Fund and a joint federal-municipal table to address organized crime. Many of our member businesses have experienced or are aware of extortion, theft, and safety concerns that directly impact their viability and our district’s reputation as a destination.
1. Keeping downtowns moving: Restoration of the Canada Public Transit Fund to $30 billion and doubling the Community Stream of the Building Communities Strong Fund. Reliable transit and maintained infrastructure are foundational to the pedestrian traffic that sustains our businesses and the liveability that attracts residents, workers, and visitors to our commercial core.
What We Are Asking
We respectfully ask that [Municipality] formally express its support for the FCM BCMC’s Vibrant Downtowns priorities, and that Council consider the following:
1. Advocate to federal and provincial counterparts for the investments outlined in the BCMC’s June 2026 priorities, particularly those that will directly benefit [Municipality]’s downtown and commercial corridors.
1. Engage with FCM and provincial municipal associations to ensure that Ontario’s small business and BIA sector has a voice in how these investments are designed and delivered.
1. Include the [BIA Name] in local planning conversations connected to downtown recovery, housing above commercial properties, safety, and infrastructure investment.
[OPTIONAL – add 1–2 sentences of local context here, e.g., vacancy rates, specific safety incidents, a recent positive initiative your BIA has undertaken, or a local example of how these issues are playing out on your main street.]
The [BIA Name] is committed to working collaboratively with [Municipality] and all orders of government to ensure our downtown remains a place where businesses thrive, residents feel safe, and visitors are welcomed. We believe the BCMC’s Vibrant Downtowns priorities represent exactly the kind of practical, coordinated action that our main streets need.
We welcome the opportunity to discuss this further and would be pleased to meet with you at your convenience.
Respectfully submitted,
[Name]
[Title]
[BIA Name]
[Email] | [Phone]
cc: Members of [Municipal] Council; [Local MPP Name], MPP [Riding]; [Local MP Name], MP [Riding]; Ontario Business Improvement Area Association (OBIAA)
This letter was prepared with the support of the Ontario Business Improvement Area Association (OBIAA), the provincial network representing over 300 BIAs and 100,000 small businesses across Ontario.
