  LETTER TO MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT (MP)
  Federal Support Needed to Unlock Ontario's Hidden Main Street Housing
✏  INSTRUCTIONS: Complete all highlighted [fields] before sending. Remove these instruction boxes and put on your letterhead.

[BIA Name]
[Street Address]
[City, Province, Postal Code]
[BIA Phone Number]
[BIA Email Address]

[Date (e.g., June 10, 2026)]

[Recipient Full Name]
[Title / Position]
[Office Address]
[City, Province, Postal Code]

Dear MP,
RE: Federal Support for Upper-Floor Residential Housing Activation on Historic Main Streets
On behalf of the [BIA Name], representing [#] businesses in [Municipality Name], I am writing to bring to your attention an underutilized housing opportunity on our Main Street - and to seek your support in advancing federal action.
THE ISSUE
Across Ontario, thousands of upper-floor residential units, in historic Main Street buildings, sit vacant. These units were built for people to live in - but over time, regulatory complexity, Building Code compliance costs, and landlord risk have left them empty.
OBIAA's new whitepaper, Turning the Lights On: Looking for the Hidden Housing on Ontario's Main Streets, documents this challenge in detail. The scope of hidden vacancy is significant - and the potential to return these units to the housing market is real.
✏  INSTRUCTIONS: Optional: Include a local figure if available — e.g.: 'In [Municipality Name], we believe there are at least [#] vacant upper-floor units in our downtown that could be returned to the housing market with the right supports.'
THE FEDERAL CONNECTION
While the Ontario Building Code is a provincial matter, federal housing policy and funding tools play a direct role in whether municipalities have the resources to act. The Housing Accelerator Fund has already demonstrated the impact of federal investment in local housing activation - with programs like St. Catharines' Downtown Forgivable Loans Program offering up to $100,000 per property to offset conversion costs.
We believe there is a clear and compelling federal interest in scaling this approach nationally.
WHAT WE'RE ASKING
We respectfully ask your office to:

1. Advocate within the federal government for a dedicated funding stream to support upper-floor residential conversion on historic Main Streets, including renovation grants, forgivable loans, and technical assistance for heritage building owners.
1. Support renewal and expansion of the Housing Accelerator Fund with explicit eligibility criteria for upper-floor residential conversions in historic commercial districts.
1. Champion federal-provincial collaboration on housing supply solutions that include the activation of existing - but underutilized - residential stock in Main Street corridors.
1. Raise the Turning the Lights On whitepaper with federal housing officials and the Minister of Housing as a practical roadmap for unlocking hidden housing on Canada's Main Streets.

✏  INSTRUCTIONS: Optional: Add a personal note about the federal representative's record on housing or any local housing commitments they've made.
We would welcome the opportunity to discuss these matters further and are available at your convenience. Please do not hesitate to contact us.

Respectfully,


[Your Name]
[Title, e.g. Executive Director]
[BIA Name]
[Phone | Email]

cc. Rachel Braithwaite, Ontario BIA Association


Submitted on behalf of OBIAA's Turning the Lights On initiative | www.obiaa.com
