		  
Municipal Election Questions
How to use these questions:
OBIAA understands that our BIAs are Local Boards of Council and have to be arms length and non-partisan in our approach to our Municipal Elections.  However, we know our areas matter and we need to be able to ask the questions on how our areas will be supported.
These questions, therefore, are for the use of your members and community. We encourage you to take these questions and put them on your website as “I Believe” Statements.  An example of this would be from question 5 “Our BIA Believes that our area would be enhanced with access to improved infrastructures, such as well-maintained public washrooms.

Note: some of these questions may not apply to your BIA, for instance, policing if you are in a Regional Government area.
We encourage you to localize or tailor your questions with local examples.
Suggested Questions 
1. How would you support the local intensification and/or building developments in the BIA to include 2nd floor (or higher) business locations (up to the local planning limit)?   
0. I.e. if you have intensification planned for your BIA, ask if there are plans to add bike routes, car share spaces, EV Charging stations, improved transit to accommodate the increased number of residents
0. Would you support the implementation of a Community Benefits Program? (The council of a local municipality may create a by-law to impose community benefits charges against land to pay for the capital costs of facilities, services and matters required because of development or redevelopment in the area to which the by-law applies: https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90p13#BK60  
1.  Would you support reviewing the Community Improvement Plan (CIP) or implementing one, to include security components such as lights, fixtures, or cameras, facade and building improvements, etc. - Please reference Hamilton, Cambridge and Timmins for CIP examples) 
1. How would you support an integration and increase of Police and social services to provide better security in our BIA community (downtown, uptown, neighbourhood, main street area)?  
1. Vacant, unused properties can be a blight on our main street. How would you as a Council member support enhancing property standards for the BIA (enforcing derelict, run-down empty properties)?  (St. Catharines - Vacant Building Registry By-law: https://www.stcatharines.ca/en/news/vacant-building-by-law-to-drive-re-development-and-promote-safety.aspx) 
3. How will you encourage vacant property owners to improve (and potentially work with the Municipality/BIA) to animate their properties?  
1. How would you support the required/needed City infrastructure improvements needed in our BIA? (roads, curbs, sidewalks, street lighting, street furniture, public washrooms, enhanced accessibility, etc.)  
1. In order to improve walkability and safety would you support Council in the implementation of 30km/h speed limit or other traffic calming measures through the BIA?  
1. As BIAs are local Boards of Council, how would you enhance your municipality and our BIA relationship/partnerships? 
6. I.e. Would you support the implementation of a Memorandum of Understanding between the BIA and the City? (Collingwood provides a great example)
6. How will you welcome and support the BIAs involvement in policy reviews and the master planning and strategic planning processes? https://www.haltonhills.ca/en/your-government/resources/Documents/07_Town-of-Halton-Hills-Official-Plan-Part-D.pdf 
1. How will you support the development of a framework for strategic planning that includes First Nation participation?
7. Encourage collaboration between Heritage, Arts and Indigenous partners  
1. What are your plans for new Green/Environmental projects to support the development of our BIA, and how would your partner with the BIA to implement them? Such as increase bikeability networks in and around the BIA, improved transit, EV charging stations, permeable paving, community gardens).  
1. Would you support (additional) financial supports directed to the BIA for implementing community events, improved beautification and infrastructure (ie. patios, planters, wayfinding signage, street furniture, lighting).  
1. Would you support the Main Street Relationship Management system and the improved economic development data that comes with it, being created by OBIAA? www.obiaa.com/projects  
1. Do you support investments to improve Fibre internet connectivity within the BIA?
11. Would you support free public WiFi in the BIA?

Here Is How Your BIA Can Localize These Questions?  
Are there special ‘dream’ projects that your BIA has identified as important to you that will enhance the public realm?  If so, cite that specific request as a part of question 5 (as an example.)  




	





